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Agriculture Roots
1910 - 1930
“... The Exhibition will be a means for the
interchange of ideas upon all kinds of subjects
and will serve as a great public school in which
all may derive some education in the
advancement of the world in industrial,
commercial, agricultural and scientific matters.”

- V.E.A President J.J. Miller – August 13, 1910

Agriculture Roots
1930 – late 1980
-

PNE played host to the largest Agricultural shows in every
commodity after New Westminster Fair closed.

-

Significant expansion to the Agriculture department in the
early 30’s including horticulture and the Junior Farmer
program (4-H).

-

The Agrodome was opened for Fair in 1963 which
heightened the ability to showcase cattle and horse shows
and increased public interest in these shows.

-

Entries from throughout the Pacific Northwest in cattle,
poultry, horse (draft and light), sheep, and dairy.

Agriculture Roots
1990 – 2000
-

80’s to late 90’s challenged Agricultural Fairs with
less public interest in where food came from and
greater challenges for farmers to show their
livestock

-

Fairs had to change the model from competitive
showcases to educational exhibits to stay relevant.

-

Connecting with consumers was not yet a primary
focus of Agricultural Associations.

Agriculture Roots
2000 - Now
-

In early 2000’s, the PNE started to reinvent the Ag story with
more focus on experiential opportunities such as Discovery
Farm, Local Country Store, Chef’s Garden and the Bee Exhibit.

-

4-H has remained a hub of competitive Agricultural shows

-

Rest of Ag programming has evolved to focus on more
educational components that guests find engaging, interactive
and entertaining including:
-

local industry
farm to fork
urban agriculture

Agriculture Relevance - Today
-

Technology and innovation have made
significant changes in the way our food is
produced – which has, in turn, created
questions from consumers about food
security, safety and production.

-

Farmers, producers and Ag associations are
challenged to interface with consumers in
order to create trust in their work.

-

Population growth and increasing climate
change pose serious challenges to food
production demands and food security

The Heart of the Fair
The objectives of the PNE Agriculture program
Create authentic, first hand Agriculture experiences that
give our guests a desire to learn more about where their
food comes from.
•

Provide a platform for industry groups to connect with
their consumers firsthand allowing them to build trust
and knowledge

•

Educate the consumer about the production of their
food and;

•

Create and implement year round Agriculture
education and engagement opportunities

How we are Involved
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

BC 4-H
Industry Partnerships
Ministry of Agriculture
Fair Education Program
Kidz Discovery Farm
Chef’s Garden
BC Youth in Agriculture
Foundation
• Curriculum based school field
trip program

Setting the Stage
the current Ag program – Days 1-4
•
•

•

3 acre building
70,000 sqft of
space dedicated
to 4-H programs
52,000 sqft of
space for Farm
Country Displays

Setting the Stage
the current Ag program – Days 5-15

Goals for Growth
• Become an influencer in the story of food
• Align with government and industry messages
• Motivate personal action towards sustainable
food choices
• Use position as the biggest Fair in the
province to leverage resources
• Build content that can be used year round in
agriculture education locally and provincially.

CoV Greenest City Action Plan
Alignment to goals
The PNE Agriculture programs offer opportunities to align with the CoV Greenest City Action
Plan in the following areas:

Objective 7 - Achieve a one-planet ecological footprint.
The PNE supports local initiatives working towards this goal through showcasing our Ag in the City
exhibit which, in turn educates Vancouver residents on how they can engage in ways to lower
their ecological footprint (reducing food waste, participating in community gardens, buy local,
cultivate green spaces).

Objective 10 - Vancouver will become a global leader in urban food systems.
This is truly where a strengthened Agriculture program at the PNE can be leveraged to support
leadership. The opportunity to not only communicate to Fair attendees but also work towards a
year round educational agriculture program that is innovative in it’s approach to urban food
production education is an incredible untapped resource.

CoV Food Strategy
Vancouver's food strategy goals express how the City
wants the food system to take shape in the future.
Food access
Backyard Chickens, Backyard Bees, Community Gardens and
Farmers Markets
Resident empowerment
Empowering residents to take action through education of
challenges and a call to action for how they can change their
habits to align with goals
Food Waste Management
Love Food Hate Waste
PNE has award winning zero waste program
Food production
Connecting public with producers and associations
Food processing and distribution
Focus on our own local sourcing and look to integrate
education on processing , storage and distribution

Future of Agriculture
• Most beloved aspect of guest experience are the ability to see,
touch and experience animals. Animals stay.
• We are not moving away from bringing Agriculture to the
masses but may engage groups differently (4-H)
• Stay aligned to COV strategies
• Ministry would like us to take the lead with other Ag Fairs by
building and sharing content.
• Focus on education and experiential engagement
•
•
•
•
•

Food Production
Urban Opportunities and best practises
Food Security
Food Waste
Local opportunities and sourcing

