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Overview
• The 4/20 Protest started in 1995, brings 40,000 people to Sunset Beach
on April 20 (4/20) to celebrate cannabis and protest its illegality
• People gather and smoke, eat or try cannabis in significant quantities
and in various forms (oils, edibles, lotions, smoking etc)
• Event has stage and entertainment infrastructure
• Protest organizer sells over 400 booths for $500 - $750 for the sale of
cannabis in various forms as well culture novelty sales.
• Smoking of Cannabis was legalized in Oct 2018 but still very few legal
distributers in BC.
• Sale of edibles and other forms of Cannabis have not yet been legalized

Overview
• Each year the 4/20 protest has been noted to present a number of
issues for the city & community
–
–
–
–
–
–

public safety
air quality
noise
first aid incidents and drug overdoses
lack of appropriate site infrastructure (i.e. power, washroom facilities)
Difficulty protecting green spaces from damage

• In recent coverage of the 2019 event, media and the 4/20 organizer
have identified the PNE/Hastings Park as a possible alternate location
• As well, motions have been put forward by Park Board Commissioner
and City Councillor to consider alternate location options (without
mentioning any one specific location).

Recent Motions
Feb 11, 2019
• Board Commissioner Tricia Barker made the following motion which was
unanimously passed by Park Board
B. THAT staff send a letter to Mayor Kennedy Stewart and Vancouver City Council to
request a continuation of the exploration of alternate venues within the City of Vancouver
in order to move this event to a more appropriate location that will not cause disruption
to West End area residents, seawall users and Vancouver Aquatic Centre patrons, with the
goal of having this event relocated by 2020; and
A. THAT based on the new legal framework now in place, the Vancouver Park Board direct staff to explore options
available to preclude sale of cannabis and cannabis related products at the upcoming 2019 420 event; (passed but not
unanimous)
C. THAT staff prioritize all possible means to minimize impacts on local residents in regard to air quality, noise and music
levels, traffic disruption, and restricted access to the seawall (passed unanimously)

Recent Motions
Feb 26, 2019
• City Councillor Sarah Kirby-Yung has submitted the following motion for
Vancouver City Council’s consideration on Feb 26, 2019
A. THAT Council support the Vancouver Park Board’s request for assistance in finding an
alternate venue for 420.
B. THAT Council direct staff to consult with 420 organizers and the public to identify an
appropriate non-residential neighbourhood site where the 420 event could be held in
future years with due consideration of City by-laws.

Hastings Park
• Events at Hastings Park are managed by PNE
• PNE is a professional event operator in line with industry best practice
for event management
• Holds over 1500 event days per year (indoor and outdoor)
• In Dec 2016, PNE management met with 4/20 protest organizers and
confirmed PNE/Hastings Park would not be a location option.
• All events at PNE/Hastings Park must meet event requirements which
include being a legal, capacity controlled, insured event that covers all
its costs.

PNE Event Criteria
Conditions under which events are acceptable at Hastings Park/PNE:

1. AVAILABLE SPACE
There needs to be an appropriate amount of space that can be blocked off to
accommodate the size of the event
On April 20 2019, the PNE expects over 10,000 guests through the site. Many
of these bookings are annual and repeat year over year
– All ages concert in the Pacific Coliseum. Requires parking lot access for driving guests
– Annual all ages consumer show (hundreds of artisans showcasing local art products) in
the Forum. Also requires parking lot access for driving guests
– Garden Auditorium hosts Circus West children’s gymnastics school
– Rollerland and Livestock Buildings have bookings to support the creative economy of
BC through Film production

PNE Event Criteria
2. INSURANCE*
The event must be able to secure general liability insurance
from a reputable industry insurer.
– In order to obtain proper insurance, all products must be legal and
sales agents must be legal distributors
*All organized events onsite have insurance including farmers markets and
community skate groups, concerts and craft beer week.

PNE Event Criteria
3. WORKER SAFETY
• All indoor events must be non-smoking
• No smoking in buildings per City of Vancouver Health By-Law 9535
• No smoking in workplace per the Province of BC’s Tobacco and Vapour
Control Act
• Work Safe BC will not allow staff to work indoors (security, first aid etc)
and be exposed to smoke per section 4.81 Controlling Exposure of Work
Safe BC regulations
• Outdoor events may have only limited designated smoking areas as
Hastings Park is also a non-smoking public space.

PNE Event Criteria
4. PARK & GREEN SPACE
• Hastings Park has a number of Specialty Gardens and natural spaces that
need to be protected during all events on site.
–
–
–
–

Momiji gardens
Italian gardens
Sanctuary
Centre Grounds

Event Criteria
5. UNION SITE (CUPE 1004)
• At Hastings Park/PNE, CUPE Union has first right to work all events &
organizers are responsible to pay all union staff costs associated with set
up, event operations and tear down.

6. EVENT COSTS
• At PNE/Hastings Park, all events are required to pay 100% of all costs in
advance (security, first aid, policing, fencing, washroom rentals etc)
before the event starts.

Event Criteria
7. Vancouver Coastal Health Inspections
• Any event with a food or beverage component on site is required to meet
all the requirements of Coastal Health including handwashing stations,
access to grey water and approved Temporary Food Services Applications
• This has a cost to event planners.

8. Proximity to Residential Areas
• Hastings Sunrise community surrounds the PNE/Hastings Park and the
PNE works hard to ensure minimal impact of events on the surrounding
community.
• Outdoor events are fenced, ticketed, access controlled with appropriate
levels of security, staffing, parking and operations management.

Next Steps
• Current PNE special event holders meet the above criteria and cover all
the associated event costs.
• To have the PNE consider any new event on site, organizers must be
willing and able to meet all the listed event criteria and City Bylaws and
cover all event costs for the event.

Recommended Motion
That the Hastings Park/PNE Board write Vancouver City Council to
communicate that Hastings Park will not serve as a relocation site for the
420 protest activities.
Furthermore that the Hastings Park/PNE Board remains committed to only
hosting controlled events that fulfill the strict PNE event criteria and City of
Vancouver bylaws.

